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JUNIOR SYNDICATE NEWSLETTER
Hello
Happy New Year
Namaste
Talofa
Kia Ora
Bula
Malo e lelei
In the same way let your light shine
before others that they may see
your good deeds and glorify your
Father in heaven.
Matthew 5 :16

Welcome back to a new year and a warm welcome to all our new students and their
families.

BEGINNING OF THE YEAR
Over the next few days teachers will be busy with the students, setting routines,
behaviour expectations and developing positive and safe working climates in the
classroom. These routines take time and much practice. The time taken now to do this
helps everyone to be part of productive learning environments.
Teachers are also observing students at work and this will help to group according to
their needs- both group and individual.
Thank you to those families who have been prompt in organising stationery. Being able to
begin work in their books is a huge positive for students.
Home sharing activities e.g reading, poems, alphabet, spelling basic facts etc will begin
next week. Alongside listening to your child read, ‘reading to’ your child is also an
important part of home sharing. This way they get to see good modelling and that
reading is fun for all ages!
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School begins at 8.55am with class gathering and prayer.
Please ensure that students are at school by 8.45am as they need time to organise
themselves and their belongings in readiness for their day at school. This time is
also very beneficial in helping students build relationships with their peers.
Arriving late and feeling rushed does have an adverse effect on how their day
starts.
Please let your student unpack their own belongings as this is important in
developing independence and on going responsibility.
If your child is going to be absent for any reason please contact school before 9
am either by email, phone or using the school app. (olol)
After school arrangements :
Please notify the office or the class teacher if there is to be a change in school pick
up or drop off.
Sometimes parents may be running late and it is helpful if we can reassure students.
If parents are running late, students will be asked to remain on the seats outside the
administration area. Teachers will check regularly and parents will be contacted if
students have not been picked up by 3.30pm.
SWIMMING:
For the first half of this term all students will have daily swimming time in our school
pool. The pool is solar heated so the water is not very cold.
Swimming is a compulsory component of the New Zealand school curriculum and
therefore students must bring their togs to school every day regardless of the
weather. If a student is not swimming they must bring a signed note from their
caregiver.
Class teachers will make the decision whether to swim or not depending on the
weather at the time.
Swimming and water confidence in the pool is very important and students will be
taught safe practices in and around the pool and according to each students ability
activities that prepare them for swimming.
Please put togs and towels into a separate bag to ensure their school belongings stay
dry!
Swimming will begin tomorrow!
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DRINKS AND LUNCHES
We are a water only school and we encourage all students to bring a water bottle so
they can have regular drinks throughout the day and especially this term when the
weather is warmer.
Regular drink breaks have a beneficial effect on students learning as do healthy food
choices and ‘brain food’ breaks.
Some healthy options for their lunch boxes include PITA BREADS, WRAPS, RAW
VEGETABLE STICKS, MINI BREAD ROLLS, HEALTHY MUFFINS, CRACKERS, CHEESE AND
FRESH FRUIT. Make it fun and together draw up a ‘menu’ for the week. Involve them in
making healthy choices.
We have a daily 5 minute ‘brain food’ break at 10.00am where students choose a small
healthy item from their lunch box. This is known to help with concentration and
maintaining good energy levels for work output.
Ideal choices for brain food can be cheese, apple pieces, small pieces of fruit, some
crackers, a box of raisins, bananas. If choosing apples or oranges please cut into pieces as
whole ones take little people a long time to eat!
Most importantly a good night’s sleep and a healthy breakfast is the best way to start
your child’s day!
To help with recycling students will bring home their rubbish in their lunch boxes
except for yoghurt containers.
TOYS
Please keep all toys at home unless specifically asked for by the class teacher.
LIBRARY BOOKS
Students are able to take a book home from the school library each week. Please ensure
they are returned before their class library day. Your child will be able to let you know
when that day is. No books will be issued unless the previous book has been returned.
The City Library Bus visits us every three weeks and if students have a library card they
may choose a book to take home. We are very lucky to have this service and we would
encourage you to take up membership as this is another fun way of encouraging sharing
of reading in the family. If you wish your child to join the City Library please see Mrs.
O’Connor for a registration form.
ASSESSMENT
Parents of New Entrants who have been at school five weeks will be invited to an
interview to discuss the student’s transition to school and set some goals for future
learning.
After one year at school students are assessed for Literacy and Numeracy progress and
parents are again invited to come in and discuss the progress and the next steps for
learning.
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TERM ONE 2019
RELIGIOUS EDUCATION
The focus this term is the Holy Spirit Strand.
We also begin the Church season of Lent on Ash Wednesday, March 6th, through to Holy
Week and the celebration of Easter.
Please check the newsletter for dates and times of upcoming class masses. You are
warmly invited to attend these masses with your child/children.
NUMERACY
We will begin the term with a focus on Place Value followed by Number knowledge and
strategy and Algebra. We then move to Measurement where students will be able to apply
their knowledge and strategies to problem solve in authentic contexts.
Please remember to keep working with your child on their Basic Facts as part of their
home sharing work.
There will be more information about this at the Learner goal setting conferences which
take place February 21st. Check newsletter/app/school website for details of times.
LITERACY
Students will focus on learning and developing the skills for reading, writing and
speaking which will integrated with this term’s Inquiry.
INQUIRY
Our topic this term is a Science-Planet Earth and Beyond focus titled ‘I’m in My Element’.
Students will be inquiring, exploring and describing Earth’s natural features and resources.
REMINDERS !
Please remember to use the school app if you have it. This is one way of keeping in touch
with important dates, times and happenings at school. Every Tuesday we send home our
school newsletter. Please read and keep it somewhere handy as again it’s our way of
communicating what is happening at our school.
We also have a school app and website www.olol.school.nz which the newsletter is updated
to each week.
Finally, our teachers encourage and teach all students to be responsible and respectful of
school resources. Parents can help them with this at home by ensuring that students
have a school pouch to protect any books or other material that goes home. Please take
the time to ensure that students are organised each day and have all the books ready to
bring back to school. Encourage them to be responsible for this as it helps with fostering
independence.
Check pouches regularly for notices and home sharing work.
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Thank you for taking the time to read this newsletter. If you have any questions please
see the class teacher or myself.
Teachers are usually in class before school unless they are on road patrol duty.
If you wish to talk to the teacher about something in particular please make a time that
suits everyone.
Keep this newsletter handy so you can refer to it if the need arises.
We look forward to working with you this year.
Colette O’Connor
Team Leader
oconnor@olol.school.nz

Donna Brown
brown@olol.school.nz

Helena Pedley
pedley@olol.school.nz

