
Names for Whanau groups 
As mentioned in our newsletter last week, we are naming our six whanau groups. We would 
like you and your whanau to have a say in this. Put a tick beside six of  those names that you 
think would reflect who we are as a school. We have selected these names for their 
connections to our school or to our schools founders. We look forward to collating the 
responses later this week. 

Fr Garin  (1810–1889) 
Fr Garin was described as amiable, broadminded and considerate.  He was reserved and 
quiet in his manner.  He worked in Education in Nelson.  Fr Garin campaigned vigorously for 
equality, and in 1867 the Education Act was amended to make it lawful for the Bible to be 
read in class 'as the last part of  the ordinary school course of  instruction', and for 
schoolrooms to be used for religious instruction outside school hours.  Fr Garin founded 
orphanages in 1872, mainly for Catholic orphans, running them successfully from charity and 
a government grant of  1s. a day for each orphan. He also showed a great faith in adult 
education by founding a library. 

Fr O’Reily (1805 - 1880) 
In January 1843 Fr Jeremiah O’Reily OFM arrived in Wellington.  On 5 February 1843, Fr 
O’Reily celebrated Mass in a private house situated along the waterfront. About 100 
worshippers attended. A meeting was called for the following Sunday to arrange for the 
construction of  a small church. After some months the church was ready, sited practically on 
the site where St Mary of  the Angels now stands. The Church was called “The Chapel of  the 
Nativity of  Our Lord” probably to commemorate Bishop Pompallier’s first visit to the new 
mission, but it became generally known as “Fr O’Reily’s Chapel”.  Fr O’Reily became highly 
sought after as a preacher and confessor.  He would constantly visit the sick and take them 
food. 

Saint Chanel (1803 – 1841) 
Saint Peter Chanel, was a Catholic priest, missionary, and martyr.  St Chanel was born in 
1803 in the hamlet of  La Potière near Montrevel-en-Bresse, Ain département, France.  
Chanel was ordained on 15 July 1827 and spent a brief  time as an assistant priest at 
Ambérieu-en-Bugey.  In 1831, at the age of  28, Chanel joined the forming Society of  Mary 
(Marists), who would concentrate on local missions and foreign missionary work.   He 
traveled extensively doing missionary work eventually arriving in Tonga.  St Chanel  was 
killed in Tonga in 1841. 

Bishop Pomplier (1802 – 1871)  
Bishop Pompallier was the first Roman Catholic bishop in New Zealand and, with priests and 
brothers of  the Marist order, he organised the Roman Catholic Church throughout the 
country. He was born in Lyon, France. He arrived in New Zealand in 1838. In 1848 he 
became the first Roman Catholic Bishop of  Auckland. He returned to France in 1868 and 
died in Puteaux, near Paris, on 21 December 1871, aged 69. His exhumed remains were 
returned to New Zealand in 2001 and they were re-interred under the altar at St Mary's, 
Motuti, in 2002.  The mission station in Kororareka where he spent some of  his life is now 
known as Pompallier House, Russell.  Bishop Pompallier sponsored the printing of  prayer 
booklets in Māori, some of  the earliest Māori publications. He was present at Waitangi on the 
day before and the morning of  the signing of  the Treaty of  Waitangi. 
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St Marcellin (1789 –1840) 
Saint Marcellin was born in Le Rosey, village of  Marlhes, near St. Etienne (Loire), France. He 
was the founder of  the Marist Brothers, a religious congregation of  brothers in the Roman 
Catholic Church devoted to Mary and dedicated to education. Marcellin motivated Marist 
Brothers with his enthusiasm for teaching and spreading the gospel. He lived among them, like 
one of  them. He taught them how to pray and to live in religious community as Brothers, and 
how to be teachers and religious educators themselves. Soon, he sent them into the most remote 
villages to teach the children, and sometimes the adults as well, the basics of  religious knowledge, 
and of  reading and writing. In 1818 Marcellin opened the first Marist school whose timetable he 
designed in such a way to fit the farming needs of  his parishioners (such as allowing children off  
school to help in the fields at planting and harvesting time). He set fees for the school at a level he 
knew most rural families could meet. In fact, if  he knew the family was unable to afford anything, 
the tuition was free. St Marcelien had a great devotion to the Guardian angels, and directed that 
a picture of  a Guardian Angel be placed in every classroom.  

Mother McAuley (1778 – 1841) 
Catherine McAuley was born in Dublin, Ireland.  She was a clever, kind and generous woman 
who loved God with all her heart. She listened to God and did what he asked her do to – care for 
the poor, open schools for young children, visit sick people in their homes and in hospitals and, 
the most important of  all, to love and trust God. 

Mother Kirby (1863–1952) 
Mother Kirby was born in Limerick, County Limerick, Ireland.  Sr Kirby believed in Catherine 
McAuley's concept of  women working for the betterment of  society. In 1897 she was one of  a 
group of  sisters who left Singleton to start a new mission in Dunedin, New Zealand. Within a few 
days Sr Kirby was appointed mother superior by the bishop of  Dunedin and became known as 
Mother Mary Kostka.  On 2 February 1897 Mother Kostka and three other sisters took charge 
of  St Patrick's primary school. Influenced by her orphanage work in Singleton, Mother Kostka 
quickly set about establishing a home in South Dunedin for orphans and children of  destitute 
families.  

Sr Ongley 
Sr Ongley arrived in the Our Lady of  Lourdes community in Palmerston North in February 
1957.  After moving several times, from Shamrock Street to Pioneer Highway the Mercy Nuns 
eventually moved to and lived in a large house in Pascal Street called “All Saints”.  Sr Ongley was 
involved in the formation of  our Parish and School. 

Mary Frances Xavier Warde-  
A Dublin socialite until she met Catherine McAuley and began work at her Baggot Street centre 
for children and needy women. When Mother McAuley founded the sisters of  mercy in 1831, 
Frances was her first postulant. In 1837 Sister Frances Xavier was sent to Carlow, Ireland, to 
establish a Mercy foundation. In 1843 she responded to Bp. Michael O'Connor's call by leading 
six young Carlow sisters to Pittsburgh, PA. They were the first Sisters of  Mercy in the U.S.
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