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Why World War One Started!

World War One started because of the assassination of Archduke 
Franz Ferdinand of Austria and his wife Sophie who was 
pregnant.

Franz Ferdinand of Austria was the nephew of Emperor Franz Josef and 
was next in line to be duke/leader of Austria and Hungary. The 
assassination was planned by a Serbian terrorist group, called The Black 
Hand and the man who shot Franz and Sophie was a Bosnian named 
Gavrilo Princip.



The other causes of WW1, and how war started.
Before the war started alliances existed. 
Triple entente: with Britain, France, Ireland, Russia
Central Powers with Germany, Austria and Hungary.

A chain of events happened that led to war after the killing of Franz Ferdinand, 
Austria-Hungary threatened war on Serbia. And set out some harsh demands that Serbia must meet. 
Russia sided with the Serbians. And Germany sided by Austria-Hungary, Europe was at the edge of 
going to war.
One month after the Franz & Sophie’s assassination,  on July 28 1914 – Austria-Hungary declared war 
on Serbia with the backing of Germany. 
Germany then declared war on Russia on August 1, and on France on August 3.

On August 4 1914, the German troops entered France the route they took went through Belgium. 
Britain had an agreement to maintain neutral with Belgium, they immediately declared war on 
Germany.
British and Germany troops first fought at the Battle field of Mons in Belgium. 
This was the first of many battles between Britain and Germany and is when World War 1 started for 
Britain.

https://kidskonnect.com/history/battle-of-britain/


What other countries became involved.
The Countries that joined the Triple entente side with Britain, France, Ireland, 
Russia, were:
Italy, Romania, Japan, United States, Montenegro, Canada, New Zealand and 
Australia.

The countries that joined the Central Powers with Germany, Austria and 
Hungary were: 
Serbia, Bulgaria and Turkey.

Portugal, Greece, China, africa countries, poland, Brazil, peru, India, arabia, singapore, 
phillipines are a few names of other countries involved, a lot of the world became 
involved..



Why did New Zealand join the war?

On August 5th the New Zealand government was told about the outbreak of war.

The prime minister at the time was William Massey.  Governor Lord Liverpool read 
the telegram from the steps of parliament to a large and enthusiastic crowd of 
around 15,000.  Most New Zealanders regarded themselves as British and would 
side with their group. 
Britain parliament asked New Zealand to send a big army of troops to war.  NZ was 
asked to go to the western front to help battle against Germany. 



How many people died in world war one?

15 -19 million people died, (8,500,000  of these people 
died because of diseases or wounds)
23 million injured.

How many New Zealanders died.
16 ,697 New Zealanders died in World War One.
 



Why horses were used in world war one

Horses were heavily used in the war.
Horses were used for pulling wagons, in the wagons were 

weapons or messages for those on the front line.
 The wagons also transported injured soldiers.   

Most Horses died.



War Ships
● New Zealand had two hospital ships.
● The HMS New Zealand ship, was the best New Zealand ship that fought in 

war.
● HMS prize, one of New Zealand ships had a short but successful life it was 

one of the 2 ships that was sunk by the Germans.
● The HMS ship fought in the North sea being in one of the biggest water 

wars.
● War Ships were used to shoot people on land with big machinery weapons, 

but people on land using their weapons could not reach the ship.
● Battleships were meant to damage the enemies using their big range hard 

hitting guns.
● The Germany Navy raider wolf laid mines in New Zealand water sinking 2 ships.
● Over 600 New Zealanders served in the royal navy.



War Planes
● With no military flying corps in New Zealand, hundreds of Kiwis keen to be part of the war 

in the air made their own arrangements and made their own way to Britain. By war’s end 
some 800 had served with the Royal Flying Corps (RFC), Royal Naval Air Service or Royal 
Air Force, and a further 60 with the Australian Flying Corps and Britain.

● More than 800 New Zealanders served in the aircrafts, a lot of them were around Gallipoli 
and the middle east.

● The use of airplanes in world war 1 was for tracking and locating enemies.  The airplanes 
would fly above battlefields and determine the enemies position.



5 Biggest battlefields
1. First battle of the Marne.  81,000 died and around 263,000 soldiers injured.  

Around 220,000 Germans were killed or Injured.  This was in 1914.

2. Gallipoli - In Gallipoli 132,000 Soldiers died,among the dead were 2,779 New 
Zealanders.  2,000 ANZAC soldiers died in Gallipoli on the first day.  This was in 
1914.

3. The battle of Jutland - The British lost 14 Ships and over 6,000 men died.  The 
Germans lost 11 ships and 2,500 men.  The Germans won the battle of Jutland.  The 
battle only went on for 1 day May 31-1 June. In that one day over 8,500 people died 
in Jutland.

4. Battle of Verdun - It started 21st of February and finished 18 December 1916, 
around 1 million people died it was the one of the deadliest wars.

5. The battle of Somme - 1 July - 18 November 1916 (141 days) ON the first day Britain 
lost 57,000 men making it one of Britain’s deadliest days. 1 man was killed every 4 
seconds.  The battle was the first to use tanks in war.  The battle claimed the life of 
the british prime ministers son and also wounded Hitler in the leg.



How did the war end
The German soldiers tried to push Britain and its allies back with a series of attacks. But the French 
and British army’s launched the 100 day counter attack, which pushed the Germans back.
By the time it was Sept/Oct of 1918, Germany and its allies realised it was no longer possible to win 
the war. Those fighting with Germany started to withdraw from the war and by the start of 
November, Germany was fighting alone. Germany knew they could not win. 
The leaders of the German army told the German government to end the fighting.
The government asked the US for an armistice, which is an agreement to shop the fighting, and 
Germany’s leader, Kaiser Wilhelm left his job on 9 November 1918.

Two days later, Germany signed the Armistice and the guns fell silent. The fighting stopped at 11am 
on the 11th November 1918.

Britain made German take responsibility for the war and made them pay big money to help other countries rebuild.



THE END                            
           BY JARROD


